
Look   over   the   following   topics   and   select   the   two   that   interest   you   the   most.    On   the   reverse   of  
this   handout,   thoughtfully   respond   to   each   of   them.  

1.    Symbolism:    How   does   Spiegelman   use   masks   throughout   the   graphic   novels   as   a   symbol,  
and   what   is   he   trying   to   highlight   through   his   use   of   masks   and   their   connection   to   identity   and  
its   complications?   

2.    Allegory:    What   does   Spiegelman's   use   of   animals   for   the   different   groups   of   people   in   the  
graphic   novels   say   about   the   link   between   identity,   race,   and   its   effect   on   the   individual's    v iew   of  
others,   him/herself,   and /    or   humanity   as   a   whole?   

3.    Guilt:    What   role   does   guilt,   or   lack   of   guilt,   play   in   how   the   characters   view   others,   view  
themselves,   and   view   the   human   condition*   throughout   the   graphic   novels?   

4.    Morality:    How   does   Spiegelman   portray   the   struggle   with   morality,   where   morals   come  
from,   and   whether   or   not   it   is   possible   to   maintain   one's   sense   of   morals   throughout   his   graphic  
novels?   

5.    Memory:    "The   struggle   against   tyranny   is   the   struggle   of   memory   against   forgetting"   (Milan  
Kundera).   Relate   the   above   Kundera   quote   to   how   Spiegelman   portrays   the   internal   (struggle  
within)   and   external   (struggle   without)   conflicts   of   one   or   more   of   the   characters   and   how   this  
painful   struggle   to   remember   is   necessary.   

6.    Irony:    How   does   Spiegelman   use   irony?   to   tell   his   stories,   and   what   does   his   use   of   irony  
reveal   about   what   it   means   to   be   a   human   trying   to   reconnect   after   trauma?   

7.    Truth   in   storytelling :   Who   is   responsible   for   keeping   our   family   stories   alive?    Whose  
version   is   the   most   important   to   preserve?    Is   value   added   or   subtracted   from   Vladek’s   story  
when   it   is   filtered   through   his   son’s   creative   interpretation?    In   what   ways   does   Spiegelman’s  
ownership   of   his   father’s   history   affect   the   story   that   is   told?    Can   one   present   another   person’s  
experience   honestly?  

8.      Generation   gap:    How   is   the   difficult   relationship   between   Art   and   his   father   Vladek   normal  
parent-child   struggles,   to   what   extent   are   they   complicated   by   Jewish   identity,   and   how   do   they  
relate   to   the   Holocaust?   

*   The   'human   condition'   means   everything   that   relates   to   what   it   means   to   be,   as   opposed   to   other  
living   organisms   without   a   sense   of   self-awareness   or   consciousness,   uniquely   human.   For  
example,   our   sense   of   morals,   sense   of   purpose,   defining   our   lives,   shaping   our   destiny,   etc.   are  
examples   related   to   the   human   condition.  
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